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Indicator New York National Benchmark

Graduation Rate, 2015 78%
39 states outperform NY (83% national 

average)

CCR Coursework Completion Rate, 
2014 (Advanced Regents Diploma)

31% 58% average among reporting states

Ineligible for the Military (Based on 
ASVAB)

21% Not Available

Postsecondary Enrollment
76%

(2012)
62.5% national average (NCHEMS, 2010)

Postsecondary Remediation
CUNY, 2- and 4-year: 38%
SUNY, 2- and 4-year: 4%

(2013-14)

36% of recent high school graduates require 
remediation in English, math, or both 

(Complete College America, 2016)
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Leveraging ESSA to Support College 
and Career Readiness

• Possible priority:  Improving Access to and 
Success in Advanced Courses

• Examples of evidence-based strategies:
– Make Regents Advanced Diploma default option

– District-led, data-driven improvements in graduation rates 
and completion of CCR courses (Fresno Unified School 
District)

– Building Assets-Reducing Risk (BARR) program focused on 
transition from middle school to high school
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Leveraging ESSA
Improving Access to and Success in Advanced Courses

• Examples of needed capacity:

– Local data systems – improved monitoring and 
reporting of course availability, participation and 
success

– Regular instruction  on social-emotional skills

– Teacher teams + time for weekly reviews of each 
student’s progress

– Support for AP courses/exams
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Leveraging ESSA
Improving Access to and Success in Advanced Courses

• Potential sources of ESSA funds:
– Title I School Improvement funds (targeted to low 

performing schools

– State set-aside of Title I funds for direct student services

– Title I grants to LEAs for schoolwide projects

– Title II grants to LEAs for PD

– Title IV State Activities to increase enrollment in advanced 
courses/subsidize exam fees

– Title IV grants to LEA’s to support access to well-rounded 
education
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Key Action Steps

• Adopt rigorous CCR standards for all students

• Increase transparency about diploma options and 
make Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation 
the default option

• Use high school assessment results to inform 
student, parents and postsecondary institutions if 
students are on track for college level courses

• Improve transparency about CCR results

• Strategically leverage ESSA




